that illustrate and reinforce the structured systematic approach used in each chapter. The approaches described are mainstream and reflect current practice in an easy-to-follow, coherent format.
The bulk of the book covers the common joint injections, epidural blockade at all levels of the spine, as well as the most relevant somatic nerve and autonomic blocks. It closes with two smaller chapters on muscular injection and TENS as well as a series of appendices.
The only small criticism that can be made of the text is the brevity of the appendices relating to suggested local anaesthetics, corticosteroids, and neurolytic agents.
For practitioners more familiar with the blocks described in the book, the approach used may appear repetitious and a little boring, as the text is heavily weighted towards the practical methodology for each technique and very light on theory and discussion.
However, for those of us who are infrequently called upon to preform these blocks and as a practical guide for teaching and exam revision, this is an excellent text. The cost is reasonable given the nature of the publication and it would be a welcome addition to any individual or departmental library.
M. TUCK Ballarat, Victoria This book is only for researchers. It is written for advanced laboratory researchers but has little relevance to the clinical anaesthetist.
It is a guide for those who wish, for example, to obtain cDNA clones of opioid receptors or who wish to employ P-labelled double-stranded DNA probes, or who want to assess modulation of adenylylcyclase activity in vitro, or who (perhaps) are interested in adding 4-10 K molecules of a mutant GPD mRNA having a 268-bp insert.
It is appropriate only for those who do the difficult pure research in this area, but cannot be recommended for the libraries of anaesthetic departments in Australasia.
T ; ISBN: 0-44306619-1. Advances in surgery have resulted in more frequent transthoracic approaches to the spine, the great vessels, the sympathetic chain and other organs. As a result, there is an increasing call on anaesthetists who do not regularly undertake anaesthesia for thoracic surgery to provide one-lung anaesthesia for surgical access.
This text provides a valuable resource for the occasional, as well as the veteran thoracic anaesthetist.
The new edition is a major upgrade on previous editions. Peter Slinger, a highly respected Canadian thoracic anaesthetist, has been recruited as co-editor. A formidable international body of anaesthetists with a range of expertise have been included as contributors in this edition.
The book is divided into four sections: Respiratory Assessment, Respiratory Physiology and Pharmacology, Specific Anaesthetic Considerations and Postoperative Management. The topics covered are comprehensive and there is little information that an occasional or experienced thoracic anaesthetist would require, which cannot be found in this text.
The chapter on Respiratory Assessment provides realistic and practical guides to interpreting preoperative respiratory investigations, in order to predict postoperative outcomes. There is an excellent chapter on interpreting chest radiographs, which is comprehensively illustrated and includes the radiology of invasive monitoring and the interpretation of CT, MRI and PET studies.
The physiology of one-lung anaesthesia is well explained. There is a chapter on Respiratory Pharmacology with an extensive description of the pharmacology of agents acting on bronchial smooth muscle. Unfortunately, there is no information on the physiology of the pulmonary circulation and relevant pharmacology. This would be a welcome addition to the next edition.
The book deals specifically with commonly performed thoracic procedures. It furnishes a good practical description of the anaesthetic management for these procedures and details pitfalls and precautions. Procedures described include lung resection, oesophageal and mediastinal surgery, tracheal resection, lung transplantation, lung reduction surgery, bronchoscopy, thoracic trauma and paediatric thoracic surgery. The descriptions of anaesthesia technique for these procedures are detailed and practical. There is a comprehensive discussion on the management options for bronchopleural fistula.
There is a good practical guide on the selection, sizing, and confirmation of the placement of doublelumen tubes, including photographs through a fibreoptic bronchoscope. One shortcoming in the description of the management of empyema and lung abscess is the failure to recommend positioning of the affected segments lowermost during induction. They do however stress the importance of quickly isolating the affected lung using a double-lumen tube.
Postoperative Management includes a detailed discussion on post thoracotomy complications, the operating principles of under water seal drains and a section on postoperative pain management. In fibreoptic bronchoscopy there is no mention made of the technique of fibreoptic bronchoscopy through a laryngeal mask airway, a minimally invasive technique commonly used in Australia, but presumably not in common practice overseas.
Each chapter is comprehensively referenced, some chapters running to 300 references. The book is A4 size and 400 pages. This makes it briefcase friendly and for most anaesthetists would be a one-stop reference for any information they would require on thoracic anaesthesia.
B North American authors with expertise in different fields dealing with pain management problems have developed a comprehensive text for pain specialists and fellows in pain medicine preparing for the American specialty board examinations.
Part 1 considers the history of pain medicine, the anatomy and physiology of pain pathways, the taxonomy of pain syndromes, and the education and training of pain personnel. The basic anatomy and physiology is there but it does not mention more recent discoveries such as the spino-hypothalamic or the descending facilitatory paths. The role of glial cells in the modulation of pain is not cited. In the taxonomy of pain syndromes, the concept of "when does acute pain become chronic" is not adequately addressed. The neurobiology of pain requires an updated chapter.
Part 2 discusses "Acute Pain Syndromes" in medical diseases (arthritis, sickle cell disease, haemophilia, pancreatitis), trauma, surgery and obstetrics. In the chapter on "Surgery", more emphasis needs to be made on the importance of epidural catheter placement (thoracic versus lumbar), the length of epidural infusions following major thoracic or abdominal surgery, the technique of patient controlled epidural analgesia (though this is referred to in a later chapter) and the step-down from this, and the use of adjuvants such as low dose adrenaline, clonidine, or ketamine. In the chapter on "Obstetrics", it is stated that "ketorolac is a relatively new NSAID" and no reference is made of the COX-2 inhibitors. The use of caffeine in post dural puncture headaches is not even mentioned. Part 3 deals with "Chronic Pain Syndromes" that include nociceptive, neuropathic and visceral pain, cancer pain and other pain syndromes such as coccydynia. In the chapter on "Nociceptive Pain", suspected nerve root and spinal cord compression should have strictly been included under neuropathic pain. In the chapter on "Neuropathic Pain", methods of evaluation are mentioned but evidence from randomized controlled trials especially with regards to pharmacotherapy are not stipulated. The chapter on "Visceral Pain" is one of the best chapters in the book emphasizing the viscero-somatic convergence. In "Cancer Pain", more weight should be given to the use of secondary analgesics.
Part 4 considers the "Evaluation and Investigation of Pain Patients" and "Diagnostic Tools available for Pain Management". This includes history and physical examination, psychological, functional and disability evaluation and pain measurement. The problem of systemic absorption of local anaesthetics in differential neural blockade is ignored. No mention is made of new pain imaging techniques such as positron emission tomography and functional magnetic resonance imaging or the use of punch biopsies of the skin in neuropathic pain.
Part 5 on "Modalities of Pain Management" covers the interventional techniques (physical and pharmacological), the psychological and physical therapy techniques and alternative and palliative medicine. But drug interactions are not covered. It would have also been useful to describe the techniques of nerve mapping and the use of a nerve stimulator with unipolar needles and a conducting tip to locate nerves and insert catheters. In the current medicolegal environment, the chapter on "Central Nerve Blocks" should have discussed the risk of epidural abscess. Also neglected was the proper preparation of the patient before any interventional procedure. The
